HEBER BIOGRAPHIES 


HENRY AND HARRIET LUKE 


Henry Luke, son of William and Emma 
Perkins Luke, was born March 17. 1536, 
at Manchester. пап. 

He was one of eleven children, three of 
whom died in infancy. 

His ‘father, William Luke Sr., seemed ob- 
sessed with the idea of coming to America, 
making one brief trip of a few months on 
1839 to the east coast and then returning 
to his family in Manchester. This appar- 
ently was before he had ever beard of the 
LDS Church. 

Not long after the Britsh LDS Meson 
was opened, William Luke Sr. met Mormon 
missionaries and was converted te the fasta. 
being baptized May 9, 1541. Three of his 
sons. including Henry. were to follow him 
into the Church and to Бай some mne or 
ten years later. 

Henry belonged to the Manchester Choir 
until he deft) England for Utah in 1553. 
On February 22, 1853. the members of the 
choir presented him with an early copy of 
the “Harp of Zion” as a mark of their 
esteem for him. 

By 1853, William Luke Sr. was estab- 
lished in Manti. Utah. Carrying ont their 
desire to “gather to Zion.” the three sons. 
Charles Oliver, Henry and Мат Jr. 
sailed from Liverpool, England. on the ship 
“The Falcon.” on March 28.1553. Corne- 
lius Bagnell was president of the company. 
With them came Charles Oliver's wife, Ann 
Beaver Luke, whom he had married shortly 
before leaving England. 

The three sons and Charles Obver’s wife 
crossed th plains to Utah in the summer of 
1853. with the Appleton Harmon company. 
The journey was made by os tram. “This 
was three years before the start of the 
great handeart companies. 

In Salt Lake City they were met Бу the 
tragic news of their father’s death. In com- 
pany with three other men. he had started 
from Manti for Salt Lake Сиу to meet 
his sons and attend October Conference 
in 1853. They had been warned not to 
start ahead of a stronger train leaving for 
conference a few days later, but William. 
perhaps anxious to see Ins sons, had dis- 
regarded the warning. along with the other 
three. 

At Uinta Springs, about where Fountain 
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Green, Sanpete County. now is, Indians 
sweoped down upon the party and killed 
ail of them. horribly mutilating the bodies 
and overturning the loads of grain they 
were hauling. burying some of the bodies in 
the wheat. 

Henry was then only 17 years old. He 
stayed with his brothers in Manti for the 
time he lived there, standing quard duty with 
the men during the aggravated Indian trou- 
bles which the Walker War of 1853 and 
1554 brought. Special care had to be taken 
of the stock, and Henry took his turn at 
the herding as settlers attempred to safe- 
yuard thor cattle. sheep and horses from 
the Indans. 

He stayed at Mann some time. jast how 
long is uncertain, then lef for what was 
then known as the Indian Farm near Pal- 
туга. in Utah County. to work, 

й мах here he learned the Indian lan- 
guage of the region, which was the Che and 
Раме dialects. and he acquired the train- 
ing Which enabled him to serve as an In- 
dian interpreter for much of his later life. 
He was bothered by a foot malady which 
caused his feet to chap and crack. and the 
Indians called him by the descriptive but 
somewhat unromantic name of Chongcona- 
buds. which meant “Crack Foot.” 

At Palmyra he met his future wife, Har- 
riette Шеп Luce. and married her on April 
18. 1857. He was 21 at the time, she a few 
months alder. 

They moved to nearby Spanish Fork, and, 
after the establishment of Camp Floyd by 
Johnston's army in the spring and summer 
af 1853, Henry worked part of the time 
as а civilian there. 


In the spring of F800, Henry moved to 
Prove Valley in Wasatch County. He 
bought a lot and built the first house out- 
side the old Heber fort. As soon as it was 
finished he went back to Spanish Fork and 
returned with his wife and their two small 
children. They arrived at their new home 
on July 26, 1860. He is reported to have 
planted the first shade trees in the valley, 
a row of cottonwoods. some of which still 
stand near the site of the old home in the 
northwest part of the city. 

Henry helped to fence the North Field. 
where all the settlers joined in a giant 
farm, cach farming his own piece of land 
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enclosed by one big fence. He also helped 
to build the first schoolhouse in the valley. 

The schoolhouse became, as so many of 
the early ones did, a combination school, 
chapel, theater and recreation hall for par- 
ties and dancing. Hen and Harriett, as they 
were called by their friends, took a lead- 
ing part in the theater movements of the 
settlement. Both were known as good danc- 
ers and taught many others. Henry also 
called for dances and had а considerable 
reputation as а singer, dating from his 
Manchester Choir days. He was in demand 
as a singer at both public affairs and home 
parties. It was evident they were leaders 
in recreation activities of their community. 

In 1865, Henry was called by Brigham 
Young to help settle the Dixie country in 
southern Utah. Again he left his wife and 
children and went to Meadow Valley, tak- 
ing with him cattle, sheep and whatever else 
would aid him in starting a new home. It 
was his intent to later send for his family, 
but this plan was upset by the outbreak of 
the Blackhawk War and the spread of In- 
dian troubles. In the early spring of 1866 
he was called back to Heber to help pro- 
tect the valley and his own family. 

The men formed a local militia, with a 
captain over each company. Henry joined 
the company of Captain Thomas Todd. 

His knowledge of the Indian language 
now made him especially valuable. and һе 
became the Indian interpreter for the militia. 
On some occasions he was the key figure 
in attempts to take supplies to the bel- 
ligerent Indians, as the settlers tried to fol- 
low Brigham Young’s advice that “it was 
better to feed them than to fight them.” 

By the time Henry was 31 years old he 
already had lived a full life on the frontier. 
He had reared a large family, helped settle 
four different areas of pioneer Utah, and 
had served as a militiaman in two Indian 
wars and an interpreter in one. 

Death, as it so often did on the frontier, 
took him in the prime of life. He was just 
31 years and three months old when he died 
of what was probably pneumonia, on June 
26, 1867. 


HARRIETTE ELLEN LUCE 
LUKE 


Harriette Ellen Luke, daughter of Ephraim 
and Lydia McCumber Luce, was born Au- 


gust 8, 1835, at North Fox Island, Vinal 
Haven, Hancock County, Maine. 

Her parents, her grandfather, Malatiah 
Luce, and her grandmother, Ruth Grant 
Luce, were among the first of those on the 
island to join the LDS Church. They were 
baptized by Elder Wilford Woodruff in 
1837. 

They were among the first to leave the 
island and start for Farr West, Missouri. 
where the saints were then advised to gather. 
This was a journey of over 2,000 miles, and 
they were obliged to travel slowly.. So 
slowly, in fact, that the saints had been 
driven from Farr West before they reached 
it, and the Luce family went instead to Nau- 
voo, Illinois. 

Her family was driven from Nauvoo with 
the rest of the Mormons and lived the hectic. 
bitter existence which the Mormons went 
through between that period and when they 
were able to come West to Utah. 

After the Mormons started their migra- 
tion to Utah, the Luce family found it im- 
possible to make the journey together. First 
to make the journey were Harriette's oldest 
sister, her only living brother, апа her 
grandparents in 1848. Later, another sis- 
ter came, and in the year 1850 her mother 
made the journey. Harriette, then only 15, 
was left behind to find a way as best she 
could. 

In 1852, when she was yet not quite 17, 
she had a chance to come to Utah with a 
family by the name of Bickmore, because 
they needed someone to help them with 
their children. They came with Captain 
Walker's ox-team company. The company 
was decimated by cholera, and she worked 
day and night for three weeks over the 
dead апа dying during the worst part of 
the epidemic. She saw them buried with- 
out caskets, and the condition of their bodies 
so bad their clothing could not be changed. 

When she reached Salt Lake she learned 
that her mother had married again and gone 
south to a place called Palmyra, near Span- 
ish Fork. She went there to join her and 
was made welcome in the home of her step- 
father, Stephen Markham. 

But there were not many opportunities 
for work for a young girl in Palmyra, and 
in 1854 she walked to Salt Lake, a distance 
of some 65 miles, to seek employment. 

Arriving footsore and weary, she was told 
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